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REMARKS 

Claims 1 ? 5-7 and 1 1-33 are pending in the application. Claims 12-27 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being drawn to a non-elected invention. Withdrawn claims 13-27 have been 
canceled without prejudice. Claims 1 1 and 32 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 1, 
33, and 34 have been amended without prejudice including to clarify the invention. Withdrawn 
process claim 12 has been amended to depend from and thereby require all the limitations of the 
product claim (claim 1). Support for the amendments can be found throughout the specification 
and in the original and previously presented claims. In particular, Applicants point out that each 
of claims 1, 33 and 34 have been amended to incorporate the recitation of previously pending 
claim 1 1. In view of these amendments, claim 1 1 has been canceled. Claim 32 has been 
canceled as being duplicative of claim 28. No new matter has been added by way of these 
amendments. Thus, as a result of the foregoing amendment, claims 1, 5-7, 28, 29, 33, and 34 are 
under consideration. Reconsideration of this application and allowance of the claims is 
respectfully requested. Applicants request rejoinder of method claim 12 with the allowable 
product claims. Applicants submit that claim 12, which constituted non-elected method group II, 
was deemed and determined to be related to the instant elected group I as product and process of 
use (restriction requirement dated March 29, 2006. Applicants request rejoinder and allowance 
of process claim 12 with the instant product claims. 

With respect to all amendments and canceled claims, Applicant has not dedicated or 
abandoned any unclaimed subject matter and, moreover, has not acquiesced to any rejections 
and/or objections made by the Patent Office. Applicant reserves the right to pursue prosecution 
of any presently excluded claim embodiments in future continuation and/or divisional 
applications. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, First Paragraph 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 5-7, 28, 29, and 32-34 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, first 
paragraph, the Examiner alleging that the specification does not reasonably provide enablement 
for the claims, particularly isolated glycosylated endopeptidase comprising the presence of any 
possible carbohydrate or combination of carbohydrates as being essential for enzyme activity. 
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Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's rejection. Applicants assert that the 
specification, particularly in view of the characteristics set out in the claims, enables the skilled 
artisan to make and or use the claimed invention. Applicants have above amended independent 
claims 1, 33 and 34, without prejudice to future or further prosecution and without acquiescing to 
the Examiner, including to more particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention. Claim 
32 has been canceled as being duplicative of claim 28. Applicants assert that the rejected claims 
1, 5-7, 28, 29, 33 and 34, particularly as above amended, are fully enabled, given the teaching in 
the specification, the significant knowledge of the skilled artisan, and the specific characteristics 
of the claimed enzyme set out in the claims. The claims refer to an isolated, glycosylated 
endopeptidase enzyme having specific characteristics and capabilities and the carbohydrates L- 
fucose, D-galactosamine, D-glucose, D-glucosamine, and D-mannose essential for its enzyme 
activity. The Examiner in her remarks acknowledges and states that the specification is 
enabling for an isolated glycosylated endopeptidase that is obtained from Streptococcus or a 
Staphylococcus bacterium, having a pH optimum between 7.5 and 10, an apparent molecular 
weight of 14,000 Da, wherein the endopeptidase claeaves the cell surface protein virulence 
factors of said bacteria, having the cleavage specificities at the LPXTG substrate as specified for 
SEQ ID NO: 2 to generate peptide fragment SEQ ID NOs 6 and 7, and contains L-fiicose, D- 
galactose, D-galactosamine, D-glucosamine, D-glucose and D-mannose as essential for activity. 
The above presented claims reflect this language and Applicants argue the claims are enabled. 
Applicants do point out and underscore that, while the specification (for example at page 28, 
paragraph [0094]) demonstrates that each of L-fucose, D-galactose, D-galactosamine, D-glucose, 
D-glucosamine, and D-mannose are present in the enzyme, at page 28, paragraph [0096] it is 
shown that treatment with beta-galactosidase has no effect on enzyme activity and, therefore, D- 
galactose is not essential for enzyme activity. The presented claims reflect this demonstrated 
fact about the instant enzyme(s) and recite appropriately the carbohydrates L-fucose, D- 
galactosamine, D-glucose, D-glucosamine, and D-mannose essential for the claimed enzyme's 
activity. Applicants submit that instant claims 1, 5-7, 28, 29 and 32-34 are fully enabled by the 
specification. 
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Based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, withdrawal of the enablement rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, and allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 



No fees are believed to be necessitated by the foregoing amendment and response. 
However, if this is in error, authorization is hereby given to charge Deposit Account No. 1 1-1 153 
for any underpayment, or credit any overages. 



Applicants believe that the foregoing amendments to the claims and arguments place the 
application in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. If 
a discussion with the undersigned will be of assistance in resolving any remaining issues, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (201) 487-5800, ext. 129, to effect a 
resolution. 



Fees 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 




Agent for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,309 



KLAUBER & JACKSON 



41 1 Hackensack Avenue 



Hackensack, NJ 07601 
Tel: (201)487-5800 
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